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Ayr, 1*th April 1790, Srss. II. 
HE Synod being. again met, and con- 
ſtituted by Prayer, called for the re- 
port of the Committee for Bills. The 
Committee tranſmitted the following pa- 
pers in the cauſe relative to Dr MGill's 
publications, viz. 


No. I. Extract of the whole proceedings 
of the Preſbytery of Ayr, in the cauſe 
anent Dr William M*G1ll, from the 6th 
f May 1789, to the 24th February 1790. 
| No, II, Report of the Committee of the 
| Rev. the Preſbytery of Ayr, in the cauſe 
y anent Dr M*Gill. 
No. III. General anſwers to the report of the 
Committee, ſubmitted to the Rev. Preſ- 
- bytery on the 27th January 1790, 7 Dr 


of 


8 William M- Gill. 
| No. IV. Petition of the Rev. Dr M*Gill to 
4 the Committee for Bills. 


No. V. Reaſons of appeal, Dr M*Gill againſt 


the Preſbytery of Ayr. 
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No. VI. Anſwers of the Rev. the Preſbytery 
of Ayr, to the Rev. Dr M*G1IPs reaſons 
of appeal. 

No. VII. A Practical Eſſay on the Death of 
Jeſus Chriſt, by William Mͤ'Gill, D. D. 

one of the Miniſters of Ayr. 


No. VIII. Dr M*Gill's Sermon on the 5th 
Nov. 1788, with an appendix ſubjoined, 


Numbers VII. and VIII. being tranſmit- 


ted by the Committee, with a doubt as to 


the propriety of their tranſmiſſion, the Sy- 
nod agreed that they ſhould be kept in re- 
tentis, if it ſhould be neceſſary at any 
time to have recourſe unto them. The Sy- 
nod then entered upon the cauſe; and 
ſome members having expreſſed a deſire to 
hear, firſt, Dr M-Gill's anſwers to the report 
of the Preſbytery's Committee of Enquiry; 
theſe anſwers were read accordingly. Af- 


ter ſome converſation, it was agreed that 


the following papers ſhould be read, viz. 
the Preſbytery's minutes, containing the 
reference of this cauſe to the Synod ; 
No. V. Dr M*Gill's reaſons of appeal againſt 
the {aid reference; and No. VI. the Preſ- 


© byterys 


„ 


. 

bytery's anſwers to theſe reaſons. Theſe 
papers were read. It being a late hour, 
it was agreed to adjourn till ten o'clock 
to-morrow torenoon.—Uloſed with Prayer. 


Ayr, 14th April 1790. Sess: III. 

Taz Synod being met, and conſtituted 
by Prayer, they again entered on the con- 
ſideration of the cauſe relating to Dr M Gill's 
publications. Parties were called and com- 
peared, The Synod was proceeding to aſk 
them, whether they had any thing to add 
to what had been already ſet forth by 
them in the papers tranſmitted, and read, 
laſt night? when it was moved, © That as 
Dr M*Gill had thewn a diſpoſition to make 
ſome ſuitable acknowledgements, and to 
reſtore peace, a Committee of a few Mini- 
ſters ſhould be appointed to retire with 
him, and draw up what might appear to. 
them calculated to produce fo deſirable an 
end.” And Dr M*Gill having fignifted his 
deſire that this meaſure ſhould be adop- 
ted, the Synod did, and hereby do appoint 
Mr Gilbert Lang, Dr James Wodrow, Dr 
John Snodgraſs, Mr Robert Boog, Mr Ro- 
bert Balfour, and Mr William Dun, to re- 
Az dire 
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fire along with Dr M<Gill. And Dr M<Gill 

being allowed to withdraw his general an- 

ſwers to the report of the Committee of 

Preſbytery, the above named Committee of 

Synod retired accordingly, and took with 

them ſuch of the papers relating to this 
cauſe as they judged neceſſary. 
| After ſome time the Committee return- 
| ed, and reported that they found Dr M*Gill 
diſpoſed to act in every reſpect agreeably 
co his explanation before the Synod, and 
produced a declaration and apology by 
A Dr M*Gill, the tenor whereof follows: 


«TI am extremely ſorry that what was 
honeſtly intended by me to ſerve the inte- 
reſts of piety, charity, and peace, ſhould 
have given ground of offence to my Chri- 
ſtian brethren. 

«© My Eſſay on the Death of Jeſus Chriſt 
Was deſigned to be wholly practical. My 
| | fole object was to promote practical god- 
lineſs, founded on the facts and circum- 
ſtances of the Goſpel hiſtory; and upon 
| this deſign I was ſo intent, that I may in 
fome inſtances have omitted things which 
I hold to be true, when the practical uſe 
of 


( 7.) 

of them did not immediately occur to me; 
In every work of man, more eſpecially a 
work of ſome length and variety, it is not 
to be expected but there will be failures 
and blemiſhes which may have crept into 
it; at which, however, men of judgment 
and candour will not be offended, when 
they are convinced that the deſign, upon 
the whole, 1s good. 

Theſe things being premiſed, my gene- 
ral anſwer to the firſt article in the report 
is, 

1/7, That I have explained « the doctrine 
of the atonement by the ſufferings and 
death of Chriſt,” if not with all the ad- 
vantage that might be wiſhed, yet in the 
way that appeared to me moſt agreeable 


to the plain and undeniable facts of the 


Goſpel record, moſt inſtructive and edify- 
ing in its tendency, and leaſt liable to be 
perverted by ſinners into a pretence for 
continuing in their {ins ; but, on the con- 


trary, to afford them preſſing motives to 


a ſpeedy repentance. It ſeems likewiſe 
calculated to comfort and confirm good 
men, and animate them in well doing. I 
have, after the Evangeliſts, given a mi- 
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nute detail of Chriſt's ſufferings for our 
ſins, and largely inſiſted on the merit of 
his abedience unto death, as the founda- 
tion of all our hopes of pardon and ſal- 
vation. And what is advanced upon this 
head, I hoped, upon the whole, would 
have been thought agreeable, not only to 
the word of God, which was my only rule 
in compoſing it, but likewiſe to the Con- 
feſſion of Faith, which always repreſents 
the perfect obedience and unſpotted ſacri- 
fice of Chriſt as that which avails with 
God, in behalf of penitent ſinners. Chap, 
viii. 3, 4, 5. Chap: xi. 3 —To the F 

24 Article of the report, I anſwer, that 
my ſubject required me to conſider our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt fimply, firſt, in his ſuf- 
fering character, as a man of ſorrows, and 
acquainted with grief; and then, in re- 
ward of his obedience, as highly ex- 


alted with God's right hand, and made 
Head over all things to the Church. If 


any word hath eſcaped me, diſparaging to 


the © perſon and character“ of our Divine 
Saviour, it was certainly far from my in- 


tention, as I always ſtudied to ſpeak of 
him in Scripture language, or in language 
| 5 | which 
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which I took to be of like import with that 
of Scripture. To the 

34 Article, my anſwer is, that though [ 
have hinted fome reaſons, why ſome of the 
expreſſions relating to Chriſt's prieſthood 
are not to be underſtood literally, but in a 
Ggurative ſenſe, and in alluſion to the 
high prieſts under the law; yet I never 
meant to. ſay that the doctrine of Chriſt's 
prieſthood and interceſſion was figurative; 
but do maintain that it is real, important, 


and highly neceſſary, both to our preſent 


comfort, and our eternal ſalvation. For 
thereby we are aſſured of the pardon of 
fin, when we ſincerely repent of it, and may 


depend on receiving, in anſwer to our 


prayers, all needful aid and ſuccour from 
above, under our infirmities; we have 
freedom of acceſs to the throne of grace, 
and are encouraged to ſerve God with the 
ſpirit of love, and joy, and hope. And all 
theſe and other benefits which we enjoy 
or hope for through Chriſt, are founded 
on the willing and acceptable ſacrifice and 
oblation which he made of himſelf on 


the croſs, The whole of this, as far as I 
| A4 under- 
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underſtand, is agreeable to Holy Scripture, 
and alſo to our other ſtandards. 2 
by, As to the fourth article, © the me- 
thod of reconciling finners to God by re- 


pentance,” Ionly meant, by what I ſaid on 


that article, that though our reconciliation 
to God is ſolely by the death of Chriſt, it 
is never effected without the ſinner being 
brought to repentanee. As I know no o- 
ther name under heaven, given among 
men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, but that 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ſo I know no method of 
ſalvation but what he has pointed out in 
his "Goſpel; and that, I conceive, is the 
method of faith and repentance. This 
is the work of God, that ye believe on 
him whom he hath ſent: and except ye 
repent, ye thall all likewiſe periſh.” 

So ſpeaks the Saviour of the world; 
and does not our Confeſſion ſay, «© Repent- 
ance is of ſuch neceſlity toſinners, that none 
may expect pardon without it?” Chap. xv. 3. 

5thly, Now for the laſt article in the re- 
port, concerning ſubſcription.” I have 
indeed given my opinion, that it would 


be better if the practice of it were laid 


aſide, as it was certainly for ſome centu- 
ries 
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ries unknown in the Chriſtian church; and 


was not even practiſed in our own church 
for many years after the Confeſſion of Faith 
was adopted. But that is a political queſ- 
tion, like patronage and -many others; 
where, I apprehend, a man may lawfully 
propoſe his opinion, with the reaſons of 
it, whether well or ill founded, as to what 
he thinks may be for the good of religion 
and of ſociety, without being liable to 


any cenſure on that account. Upon the 


whole, I afſert, as I have formerly done 
more than once, that far from being 1ni- 
mical in any reſpect, I am a zealous, tho 
weak friend to the conſtitution and autho- 
rity of the Church of Scotland, m doctrine; 
diſcipline, and worthip, and do cordially 
condemn whatever appears inconſiſtent 
therewith. 

And conſidering: that every Minifter of 
the Church of Scotland is bound, by very 
ſolemn engagements, to adhere ro her 
ſtandards, and that theſe ſtandards are 
the only authoritative interpreters of the 
ſacred Scriptures among us, I hereby a- 
gain declare, that I am ſorry that my pub- 


lications ſhould have given offence to any 
of 
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of my brethren, or to the world. And 
now, upon further reflection, I am ſenſible 
that there are ideas contained in theſe pub- 
lications which may appear improper, and 


modes of expreſſion ambiguous and un- 


guarded, particularly reſpecting the ori- 
ginal and eſſential dignity of the Son of 
God; the doctrine of atonement by his 
ſufferings and death; the prieſthood and 
interceſſion of Chriſt; the method of re- 
conciling ſinners to God; and ſubſcrip- 
tion to the Confeſſion of Faith; all which 
ideas [ hereby diſclaim, and for all ſuch 
expreſſions I am heartily ſorry, and here- 
by declare my belief of theſe great articles, 
as they are laid down in the ſtandards of 
this church. I therefore intreat the reve- 
rend Synod to receive this my apology, 
which I leave with them, and ſubmit it 
to their determination to publiſh theſe my 
explanations and apology to the world, if 
they ſhall think it neceſſary. 


(Signed) WILLIAM MGILXL. 
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Tur Synod having read and conſideted 
the above explanations and apology, did, 
without a vote, approve of them, and re- 
ceive the ſame as ſatis factory; ordered 
them to be publiſhed by their Clerk, 
and along with them the Section of the 
Confeſſion of Faith reſpecting the original 
and eſſential dignity of the Son of God, 
and alſo that Section of the Confeſſion 
which reſpects the atonement. 

Upon which Dr Mill declared his ac- 
quieſcence in faid ſentence, and took in- 
ſtruments in the Clerk's hands. The Sy- 
nod, impreſſed with a deep ſenſe of that 
harmony and concord with which this 
matter has been ſettled, and convinced that 
what they have done will, under the bleſ- 
ſing of God, tend to promote peace and 
truth in this church, thought proper to 
appoint, and did appoint a reverend mem- 
ber to give thanks unto God for the coun- 
tenance and direction he had been pleaſed 
to give them in this matter. — The Synod 
concluded with Prayer. 

Extracted from the Records of the Synod of Glafe 


gow and Ayr, by 
ROBT, CLASON, SyN. CLE, 
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The Sections of the Confeſſion of Faith 
on the ſubjects above referred to, and 
ordered to be printed along with Dr 


M Gill's explanations and apology, are the 


following, viz. 


Cone. chap. viii. ſect. 2. The Son of 
God, the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity, 
being very and eternal God, of one ſub- 
ſtance, and equal with the Father, did, 
when the fulneſs of time was come, take 
upon him man's nature, with all the eſſen- 
tial properties and common infirmities 
thereof, yet without ſin, being conceived 
by the power of the Holy Ghoſt, in the 
womb of the Virgin Mary, of her ſub- 
flance. So that two whole, perfect, and 
diſtin natures, the Godhead and the 
manhood, were inſeparably joined toge- 
ther in one perſon, without converſion, 
compoſition, or confuſion ; which perſon 
is very God and very man, yet one 
Chriſt, the only Mediator between God 
and man.” 
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Cone. chap. xi. ſect. 3. Chrift, by his 
obedience and death, did fully diſcharge 
the debt of all thoſe that are thus juſti- 
fied, and did make a proper, real, and 
full ſatis faction to his Father's juſtice in 
their behalf. Yet, in as much as he was 
given by the Father for them, and his. obe- 
dience and ſatisfaction accepted in their 
ſtead, and both freely, not for any thing 
in them; their juſtification is only of free 
grace ; that both the exact juſtice and rich 
grace of God might be glorified in the 
juſtification of ſinners. 
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